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Brief Notea on the Political Inportance of Secret Socletiea 

Hoat Veatem political aclentista, following in the traditiona of Marx 
or Weber, acorn the acudy of aecret and occult aocletlea aa Irrelevant to 
uDderatanding the polltlca of the age. In their view, polltlca can beat be 
underatood aa the working out, la the public arena, of bureaucratic, intereat 
group, or claaa atrugglea. The atudy of aecret aocletlea anacka Inatead of 
puraulng diacrcdited "conaplracy** theorlea of hlatory. In part, thla attitude 
atena froa a general ignorance of the exlatence and power of auch groupa. But 
they do exlat; "■odemlxatlon** haa not made then a thing of the peat. Their 
laportancc derlvea both froa the quality and Influence of the eeiBbera aa In- 
divlduala and, equally Ijuportaat, from the tight bonda that unite the neabera 
Into a cohealve organization. Theae bonda arc fonaed by the rltuala. Initiation 
rlghta, and occult idcologlea that aake auch aocletlea aorc cxclualve and 
conaltted than aoclal cluba or political partlea. For chat reaaon, aecret 
aocletlea can wield aa Influence fer beyond what their Halted aeaberahip night 
auggeat. What followa. In rebuttal to the conventional wladoa. la a brief 
overview of the role played by a handful of aecret mod acnl-aecret aocletlea In 
fm*.r aajor Ueatem countrlea: Spain, France, Italy, and the 



United Statea. 
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Spaln - Founded In 1928 by the lawyar-turned-prleat Joae Karla Eacriva dc 

Balagucr, the Sacerdotal Society of the Holy Croea and Opua Dei haa becoae one 

of the aoat powerful, and politically coamitted, of Catholic lay aocletlea. Opua 

Del brlnga together faithful Cathollca — buaincaaaen, flnanclera, allltary 

offlcera, and govemaent offlclala — who aeek aanctity In the exerclae of their 

profeaalona; in practice, it proaotea the technocratic, authoritarian organ- 

V^early^ 

Isatlon of aoclety reainiacent of thiTvichy period In France, la 1950, Opua 

Del Ideologlat Bafael Calvo Serer called organized Catholiclaa "a potential 

force auch aa /the Vatic W haa not had alncc the Council of Trent.** Aa for Spain, 

ahe "auat throw heraelf Into the conatructlon of international action that will 

prepare the future: the Intematlonal of Elltea** to challenge International 

C o —un lan and the Intematlonal of the Dollar. 

Opua Del waa alow to gain recognition and power. In Spain it received 

official recognition froa the Biahop of Madrid only In 1941; the Vatican 

accepted it aa a aeculai^order in 1950. Thereafter ita Influence apread rapidly, 

particularly during the late Franco period. By the end of the 1960a, the 

**thrce Lopez* a** — Lopez Bodo, Franco* e Hlniater of Cconoalc Flannlng, Lopez Bravo, 

Hlniater of Xnduatry aad later Foreign Kinlater, and Lopez Letona, Hlniater of 
* 

Coazaerce- and later of Finance— all belonged to Opua Dei. In 1969 a total of 18 
govemaent ninlatera belonged to or ayapathized with the order. Today, Opua Dei 
controla the votea of about one-fifth of Spaln'a parllaaentary deputiea, aa well aa 
the capital of nuaeroua banka, congloaeratee, and conatructlon firaa. Ita influence 
haa apread to the Vatican, where Fope John Faul II rezenHy r«zoj#«itad i> nr ^ *f«rrea*( 
to Latin Aaerica generally, where Archhlahop Lopez Trujillo, an 
Opua Del ally, la now prealdent of the Latin Aacrican Conference of Biahopa; to 
Chile, where the Opua Dei nagazlne Que Faaa conapired agalnat the reglne of 
Salvadore Allende; and to the United Statea, where David Kennedy, prealdent of 

NiUk m 1^. 
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Contlnental Illinois Bank, Is said to be *'a conspicuous friend of Che new power 
brokers In the Order of the Opus Del.** 

In France, Opus Del has had a particularly notable Influence, going back 
as far as 1938. It becanc strong in the aroiy and anong ex~Vlchyltes and right 
wing Catholic Intcgrlstes . It was said to have Influenced Robert Schumann, 
Antoine Flnay, and Paul Baudouln, forswr president of the Banque de I'lndochlne 
and Vichy foreign nlnlster. Above all, however. Opus Del made Inroads through 
Baudouln* s protege Edmond Glscard, who shared a variety of colonial enterprises 
with Che BIC group. Edmond, father of Valery, was president of the Banque des 
Intcrl^ts franfals (BIF), of which minority control rested with Opus Del's Banco 
popular espanol. 

Another Opus Del connection was forged through the treasurer of Valery 

Clscard d* Catalog's Independent Republican party, the Prince Jean de Broglie. 

De Broglie was president of a Luxembourg fins, Sodetex S. A., an affiliate of 

the Spanish textile firm Matesa, trhlch was at the center of an enormous Opus 

Dcl'llnked financial scandal that rocked the Spanish government In the late 

1960s. There is evidence that the Opus Del->Hatesa network siphoned off money 

for the campaigns of Glscard, who shared their technocratic, anti-political 

prejudices. (Matesa also allegedly donated $10,000 to the campaign of Richard 

Nixon for 0. S. president In 1968.) These connections between Opus Del, Glscard, 

and De Broglie have been raised as a possible motive for the assassination of 

2 

the prince in December 1976. 



7 

London Times . 12 January 1981; New Tlsws (USSR), 13-82; High Times (US), 
August 1980; Jesus Tnfante,* On Crime sous Clscard (Paris: Francois Haspero, 1981). 
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Italy - Opus Del's tentacles also reach Into Italy, where the organisation 

has lobbied hard in the Vatican s.'^alnst the Jesuit order, in particular by 

3 

exposing the links between certain Jesuits and freemasonry. 

The Catholic Church, of course, has long been hostile to antl-clericsl 
freemasonry, with the exception of a brief period of liberalisation in the late 
1970s that was promoted quietly by such leading Jesuits as Father Giovanni 
Caprlle, the official historian of the Vatican. But then, in March 1981, the 
Holy See reminded the faithful that Catholics "are forbidden under pain of ex- 
communication from joining Masonic or similar associations .** The timing of the 
proclamation, which caught many by surprise, was no accident; the Church hierarchy 

had advance knowledge of, and was disclaiming any responsibility for, the forth- 

4 

coming scandal over Italy's notorious P2 masonic lodge. 

The existence of the lodge had long been known by close observers of the 

Italian political scene; its name had been raised repeatedly In connection with 

official Invest lgatlons\f neofaaclst outrages during the 1970s. But In Hay 

sKeah 

1981 Italian authorities released a list of 963 members — a list that 
the nation a|id led to the collapse of the government and the wholesale replace- 
ment of military. Intelligence, and civil service personnel. 

TIm lodge was headed by Llclo Celll, a wealthy businessman who had fought 
with the Falange In Spain and then for the fascist Republic of Salo in the last 
days of Nazi rule In Italy. Gelli's purposes were revealed by his declaration 
In 1976 that "masonry hates communism because It Is contrary to the idea of the 
dignity of personal individualism, destroyer of fundamental rights, which are 
the divine Inheritance of all men, and enemy of the fundamental masonic principle 

3 

II Hondo . 26 June 1981 
^ Sunday Times (London) , 29 Hay 1981 



to hove faith In God."^ Judging by the meabershlp of the lodge. Cell! Intended 
to organlxe nothing leas than a counterrevolutionary cell, either to overthrow 
the deaocratic state (as several P2 eembers had atteiq>ted in the early 1970s), 
or to prevent a Connunist takeover. The eeabers included three cabinet ainisters 
froa the Amaldo Porlani governaent; the heads of Italy's three aaln intelligence 
services; the chiefs of staff of the aray. navy, and defense alnistry; the heads 
of the carabinieri and the paraailitary custoaa police; 18 aeabers of parliaaent. 

21 Judges, top corporate executives, influential Journalists, and foreign 

6 

political and business figures, especially froa Latin America. Ironically, 
tbe lodge also included the notorious svindlcr Michele Slndona. banker to the 
Vatican whose influential American collaborator, David Kennedy, is close to the 
antimasonic Opus Dei. 

Cell! swore his initiates to secrecy and made them take an oath "to aid, 
comfort, and defend my brothers in the order, even at the risk of my life." 

An official investigation ausaed up the significance of Celli's "state within 
m state": "Lodge P2 is a secret sect that has combined business and politics with 
the intention of destroying the constitutional order of the country." 

France - One of the many secret dossiers found in Celli's possession was 
entitled "Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem." According to the 
Comsuniat newspaper Is Maraeillalaa , Celli had direct dealings with the French 
branch of the Templars. One of the French Templar initiates was Jacques Hasaie, 
former leader of the Caullist Service d'Actlon Civique (SAC) in the south of 
France, who was found murdered with his entire family at Auriol on the outskirts 
of Marseilles. Hassle had allegedly been involved in the traffic in arms from 

5 

II Hondo , op. cit. 

^Atteneione , December 1981 

^Time . 8 June 1981 
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Turkey to the Italian Red Brigades and to right-wing hit teams in Spain and Italy. 

He was accused of diverting more than Frs. 2 million in proceeds from one such 

deal in March 1981 to finance Giscard d'Estaing's presidential fund, against the 

wishes of his Gaulliat superiors in SAC and the Templars— for which crime he may 

have paid with his life.® Cell! himself was said to have met in Marseilles with 

the French Templars, and to have stayed at a villa frequented by extreme right 

9 

Italians close to SAC and the fascist Ordre Nouveau. 

The Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem is the I9th century 

incarnation of tbe original Templars who fought to secure routes to the Holy Und 

for pilgrims during the era of the Crusades. In 1307 Philippe Le Bel, king of 

France, crushed them and confiscated some of their enormous holdings, ostensibly 

because they had begun to propagate heretical religious views. Templar Grand 

Master Jacques de Holay was burned at the stake on March 19, 1314. 

Modem Templars, somewhat wUhfully, trace their origins all the way back 

to the 14th century. Members of the Knights Templar did indeed survive the first 

V 

inquisition in Portugal and Scotland, where according to tradition they founded the 

10 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry and the Roslcrucian sect. 

8 . 

New York Times . 17 November 1981; Searchlight . October 1981 
Vanorama (Milan), 10 August 1981 

^°French masons, part of a so-called "propaganda" cell, conspired against Louis 
XVI in the nasm of the memory of Jacques de Noisy. (Michael Baigent, et. al.. 

Holy Blood, Holy Grail (Hew York; Delacorte Press, 1982), pp. 52-53. 

Here it should be mentioned that masonry in France is still of political 
significance. It is split into several rival organixationa. The French Grand 
Orient is politicslly Liberal, and has sharply attacked the Nouvelle Ecolc 
school in its Journal Btasanisme (March 1981). The more conservative, pro- 
British Grande Loge Nationale Francaise is based in Neuilly-sur-Seine, and 
enjoys the support of fellow mason General Lyman Lemnitxcr, who inaugurated 
its new temple in 1964 when he was NATO coMsnder- in-chief . The newer, anti- 
British faction of the Grand Lodge, called Opera, includes the occultist and 
Nouvelle Ecole doyen Louis Pauwels. (Alain Guichard, Us Francs-macons (Paris: 
Bernard Graaset, 1969), p. 278; U Crapouillot . February 1981. 



Today the Teapiar order haa branches In nuneroua Uestem countries. In the 

United States it is called the Priory of St. George and includes "laany people of 

good social position.”*' In France, its menbers include key goverrasent officials, 

bankers, and other dignitaries, including Charles de Gaulle's close associate 

General Zdrojewski, a Resistance hero who headed the order in France. His 

assistant. Colonel Horeau, had ties to SDECE, »<»• 

Leading Gaulliats, oost notably Pierre Lesiarchand, saw the potential of 

controlling the Tenplars to gain occult political influence and intelligence. 

He ordered a former ranking neabcr of SAC, Charles Lascora, to infiltrate and take 

over the Tenplars. Through fraud and strong ana tactics — Methods that cane 

naturally to Lascorx, who was as proficient at blacknail as he was at gold and 

arms snuggling— Lascorx did cake control and staff key offices of the Tenplars 

with trusted associates fron SAC. Its influence should not be underes tins ted; as 

one Lascorx associate obscnred, "On trouve des tenpliars a tous lea posts clef de 

la police, de I'amM, de la radio, de la television, et des dlfferents ninisteres. 

,,12 

Jnsais le SAC n'est parvenu a un tel degre d' organisation et de puissance." 

As one authority has noted. "Tenplars are a veritable Industry in France." 

This holds true both in terns of the endless outpouring of books and articles on 

the history of the Tenplars and the Cathars in the Unguedoc region (including 

speculation on the fate of the legendary Tenplar fortune and the Holy Grail), 

but also in rems of the proliferation of secret societies. Several societies 

In France besides the Sovereign Military Order of Che Tenple of Jcrusalen harken 

V nonarch laty 

back to Tenplar origins. One of these, 'the/Prleure de Sion, has recently attracted 

nuch attention.*^ Another even nore nysterlous "Tenplar" group was briefly exposed 
V^weslthyy 

in 1960. It was said to be a/se^et society with a core group of about 30 nenbers. 
Like Opus Dei, it was close to Catholic integrlste and franquiste circles, with 

^\t. Col. Cayre, The Kniuhtly Twilight (Malta, n.d.), 76-79. 

^^S. Ferrand 6 C. Lecaveller, Aux Ordres du SAC (Albln Michel, 1982). 

13. Michael Eaigent, et. al.. Holy Blood, Holy Grail. 
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connections in Spain and Cemany. Its nenbers, supported by OAS cells in Algeria, 
were said to be extrene nonarchists, antinasonl^anticonnuniat. 

One of the leaders of this Tenplar group was Constantin Melnik, a technical 
counselor to prine nlnister Michel Debre. His job was to coordinate the various 

If 

French police and intelligence services (SDECE, DST, Surete, RC). It was runored 
chat he was associated with Radio Free Europe (a CIA project) and the U. S. 

Air Force's thinktank, Rand Corporation. Melnik had joined the Rassenblement des 
Cauches Republicalnes whose secretary general, Jean-Louis David, was founder of the 
CIA-backed Falx et Llberte. 

But Melnik's fanily background is in some ways even nore interesting. Me was 

bom in France of White Russian parents. His grandfather on his Mother's side was 

Eugene Botkin, personal physician to Cxar Nicholas II and the inperial fanily. Botkin 

♦K. C 

was killed by the Bolsheviks, allegedly along with Nicholas and the rest of Me 
fanily. Botkin's daughter Married Constantin Melnik Sr. In 1918, and fled to 
France via the Balkans. Her son, also Constantin, was bom In 1927. 

Mrs. Melnik, along M,th her brother Gleb Botkin, because a staunch defender 
of the claisM of Anna Anderson to be Anastasia, one of the Cxar 'a daughters whom 



15 

history recorded as having died with the rest of her fanily. Her clain does 
' 16 
rest upon a substantial body of convincing avidence. Thus we can see that 

Melnik's background would have conditioned hin to the sort of conspiratorial, 

right-wing politics characteristic of enigre White Russian coanunitics. 

United States - Anna Anderson was not the only Anastasia claimant; her chief 

rival in the United States was Mrs. Eugenia Snlth. Snith's clains, although 

considered shaky by the best scholars, were powerfully supported by the testlnony 

of one Michael M. Coliniewski, who hailed fron Poland yet clained to have known 

Anastasia personally as a child. 



^ Les Docunents politlques , dlplonatiques , et f inancieres , April I960. 

*^Cuy Richards, Hunt for the Cxar . pp. 162-163; Les Docunents , Anf^xst 1960. 
^^Anthony SuasMrs , File on the Tsar . 



^Melnik -U Frxnik e4i6»’aa fKt ClM 

prtfTtl PR*ike^t^ 



In his Polish idenclty, Collnlswskl was, verlfiably, perhaps the noat iaportanc 



official froB an East Hoc intelliRence agency ever to defect into the arms of the 
CIA. Coliniewski Joined the Soviet intelligence aparatos in Poland at the end of 
World War II, and by 1955 reached the rank of colonel and deputy chief of Clowny 
triad Informacji . the Polish intelligence agency. Bis responsibilities Included 
comterintelligence and foreign technical espionage. In April 195S he contacted the 
Ancricana and began passing top secret infonMtion to the West. At Christnas. 

1960, fearing that his cover was blown, Coliniewski defected to the United States. 

In all. he transnitted or brought with hln nore than five thousand pages of 
docuBents on Soviet, Bast Ceraan, and Polish intelligence. 

His noat inportant contribution was in the field of counterintelligence, 
the Burky world of plugging leaks and catching **Boles'* who work secretly for 
foreign services. According to hU adnlrcrs, Coliniewski* s leads and information 
led to the capture of a saall army of Soviet noles in Britain, Sweden, West 
Germany, Israel, Denmark, and Prance. His most li^Mrtant catch was the high 
ranking ?CI6 official George Blake, whose unmasking led in turn to the exposure 
of KIb Philby, the Bost famous mole of all tlsm. 

Host disturbing of all. however, for the CIA was Colinlewakl's cIsIb that 
East Bloc intelligence services were receiving timely information froB a source 
or sources within the CIA itself. According to one CIA counterintelligence officer, 
Coliniewski was **the first and prinarr source on a mole** in the Agency. In short, 
if Coliniewski could be believed, the CIA was as penetrated by Russian agents as 
the British servies had been. His accusations led to a controversy that has raged 
for Bore than twenty years over the reliability of U. S. intelligence. The CIA's 
counterintelligence chief, Janes Angleton, was convinced that Coliniewski was a 
KGB plant or provocation agent, and distanced the Agency from the Polish defector. 
Nonetheless, Angleton came to accept the claim of a later defector, Anatoli 
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Golitsin, who confirmed that the CIA had indeed been penetrated. 

Amo n g the Americans identified by Coliniewski as Soviet agents was none other 
than Henry Kissinger, whon Coliniewski claimed had been recruited shortly after 
World War 11 while working in the army's counterintelligence corps in Germany. 

This claim — supported by fonser army intelligence agent Frank A. Capell — 
naturally undermined Coliniewski 's credibility in sone circles. Hore damaging, 
however, was Goliniewski's claim not to be Polish at all, but rather the true 
heir to the Russian throne, the Csarevitch, son of Nicholas II. According to 
Coliniewski, he escaped with his father and the entire Imperial family; the 
execution was merely a politically-contrived cover story. 

Goliniewski's announcement immediately made his position at the CIA all 
the more untenable, yet he was not without influential supporters. His bosc 
highly placed adBircr was Herman E. Klmsey, a former army intelligence officer 
who served as the CIA's chief of Research and- Analysis from 1954 to 1962. As 
Allen Dulles's rlght-hannA.man, Klmsey was also said to have been in charge of 
recruiting assassins for the Agency. Forced out of the CIA with Allen Dulles 
following the Bay of Pigs fiasco, Klmsey later asserted publicly chat Coliniewski 
had been tested by CIA experts for fingerprints, blood diseases, dental work, and 
other characteristics and had been confirmed as the Csarevitch. 

Others who supported Goliniewski's lineage included the John Birch Society 
(through its Journal American Opinion ), the Philadelphia-based lay Catholic Order 
of Che Carmelites (an antl-comBunisc organisation) , the conservative Journalist 
Guy Richards, the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia, and the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights of Halts. 

17 

David Hartin, Wildemeas of Mirrors (New York; Harper 4 Row. 1981), p. 103. 
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In X981 the Synod of Biehope of the Rueslen Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia, the religious ara of the White Russian coamunity, canonized the laperial 
family as martyrs to the Bolsheviks. In short, they do not now recognize 
Collnicwski's claim that the family survived. In 1964, however, the Synod 

IB 

msrried him in an Orthodox ceremony under the name Alexei Nicholaevich Romanov. 

The Synod's later change of heart may reflect the fact that a major source of 
its funding, the Tolstoy Foundation, was a leading conduit of funds from the CIA, 
which had loot faith In, and was trying to discredit, Coliniewski. 

Colinlewski's more constant defender was the Sovereign Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem. Rnights of Malta (SOJ) based in Shickshlnny, Pennsylvania, which 
asserted a rightful lineage back to the original Knights of St. John of Jerusalem 
who rivaled the Templars as leaders of armed Christendom in the early Middle Ages. 
The order claimed its legitimacy from protection granted it by Czar Peter 1 of 
Russia in 179B following Napoleon's seizure of Malta, then the home base of 
the Knights. Peter I was also the alleged founder of the Secret Circle, a group 
of Church and Army leaders who pledged to protect Cod and Country. This clan- 
destine patriotic organization, to which Coliniewski said he belonged, supposedly 

infiltrated its modem followers into almost every Intelligence agency in Europe 

19 

in order to battle the Bolshevik menace. 

The SOJ rests upon an ecclesiastical alliance of Roman Catholics, trad- 
itionalist Old Roman Catholica, and Russian Orthodox believers. Its members 
refer to the New Mass as an "unspeakable abomination" and take violent exception 
to the "infidel marauders" who have corrupted the Vatican in recent years. The 
order's former grand master. Col .yTichel , said that the foundations of Christianity 

"about ready to face destruction" from the *S#orld menace of Marxism and Moscow" 

20 

unless the Catholic Traditionalist Movement and the SOJ could turn the tide. 

18 

Peter Koltypin letter to author, October 10, 1981; Cuy Richards, Imperial 
Agent (New Tork: Devin Adair, 1966), p. 247. 

19. Richards, pp. 91-93. 

20. Col. Thourot Pichel, History of t^ Hereditary Government of Sovereign 
Order of John of Jerusalem . Knights of Malts (Shickshlnny, Pa., 1970) 



Another spokesman refers to the SOJ as "the army of the Catholic Church." and 

boasts that as an army the SOJ devised a tunnel finder device for use by American 
21 

troops in Vietnam. 

The SOJ's membership reads like a idio'a who of military and intelligence 

veterans. Its two "associate chiefs of Intematlonal Intelligence" in 1970 were 

Herman Klmsey and a former am^r intelligence officer, Kyrll de Shlsmarev. 

Shismarev. whose father had coomanded a regiment in Russia's prewar Imperial 

Guard, had known Alexei Romanov as a youth and vouched for <k)liniewskl. On the 

order's "military affairs committee" sat, among others. MsJ. General Charles A. 

Willoughby, Douglas MacArthur's chief of 0-2 in the Pacific Theater, and a 

renowned right winger; U. General P. A. del Valle, a member of the neo-nazi 

23 

Uberty Lobby and the racist National States Rights Party; Admiral Charles 

M. Cooke, former cosnander of the Par Eastern fleet and an unofficial adviser 

in 1950 to the armed forces of the Republic of China; and Lt. Colonel Philip 

.24 

Corso, a 20-year veteran of army intelligence who went to work for Senator 
Strom Thurmond (R-SC) Md once sued liberal columnist Drew Pearson for defamation. 



^Sames Wathen, Is the Order of St. John Masonic ? (Rockford. 111.: Tan Books, 1973). 

^^Shismarev helped Coliniewski track down the remnants of the Czar's fortune. 

One of Shismarev' s contacts was his "old friend and retired banker" Rudolph Iselin 
of Basle, whose (son?) Pelix was an IC Parben agent before and during World War 11. 

^^Del Valle has charged — in the spirit of Coliniewski and Prank Capell that 
"the conspiracy headed by Dr. Kissinger is clothed in pseudo legality through our 
surrender ... of our armed forces." ( Washington Observer . I May 1971) 

^*Cuy Richards calls Corso "one of the most remarkable men in Washington." Corso, 
he writes, "has made personal friends in the CIA. PBl, Defense Intelligence Agemcy, 
National Security Agency. Army. Navy. Air Force and Marine Corps ^ose loyalty tc 
him transcends bureaucratic boundaries whenever they believe the interests of the 
country are at stake." ( Imperial Agent , p. 24) 

^^Drew Pearson also happened to be one of Coliniewski detractors, thanks to CIA 
leaks. Corso was s lesdlng Coliniewski defender. ( Imperial Agent. 267) 
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Finally, the Honorary Grand Adairal of the SOI la Admiral Sir Sarry Domvllle, 

a former British Intelligence chief who was Interned during World War II as a 
26 

fascist sympachlxer. 

Gollnlewskl's leading defenders in Che SOJ have a curious but Important 
relationship to the unfinished Investigation of the assassination of President 
John r. Kennedy. For example, the army Intelligence officer Philip Corso Iden- 
tified Lee Harvey Oswald as a CIA **asset’* and named the alleged CIA officials 
%rhom Oswald allegedly contacted In Hoscow during his ’’defection** to the Soviet 
Union. The ClA*s Herman Klmsey, rlghthand nan to Allen Dulles who later served 
on the Warren Commission, allegedly had first hand Information implicating the 
KGB In the assassination. In this scenario, Oswald thought he was working for 
U. S. Intelligence when the KGB duped him into Joining the plot as a patsy. 

Klmsey. now dead, has a spokesman in Hugh McDonald, former chief of detectives 
of Che Los Angeles County Sheriff's department, who says he also served as an army 
intelligence officer and CIA contract agent. In the fell of 1964, Klmsey, having 
retired from the CIA with Dulles, was working for McDonald, then chief of security 
for Republican presidential candidate Barry Goldwater. Klmsey allegedly told 
McDonald at that time details of the plot to kill Kennedy. The actual assassin, 
Klaiacy maintained, was a contract killer sometimes employed by Klmsey on behalf 
of the CIA. In his book Appointment in Dallas (1975), McDonald says he tracked 
this killer down In London and learned from him that the paymaster for the hit, 
codenamed ’*Trolt,** set Oswald up as a patsy. 

Who was TroitT McDonald "reveals’* In hie later book, LBJ and the JFK 
Conspiracy , that the KGB planned the assassination between 1961 and 1963. (In- 
terestingly enough. McDonald's co-author, Robin Moore , produced Che film 
MacArthur with funds from the Unification Church of Sun Hyung Moon, whose Hew 

26 

Col. Plchel, History , op. clt. 
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York newspaper News World has accepted Collnlewskl as the Cxarcvltch.) The John 

Birch society organ Amtrlcan Opinion, which also bocks Collnlewskl, buys the 

McDonald thesis and suggests that Trolt was none other than George de Mohrenschlldt , 

a White Russian petroleum geologist with strong connections to French and American 

Intelligence who became Oswald's patron In Texas In 1962 and 1963. American 

Opinion acknowledges as the source of this hypothesis the veteran army Intelligence 

officer Frank Capell, who succeeded Col. Plchel as head of the Shlckshlnny order 

and who, as we have seen, defended Collnlewskl's assertion that Kissinger was a 
27 

Soviet agent. 

But Capell was not the first to finger de Mohrenschlldt. In 1967, according 

to an FBI memo, McDonald himself and his friend Leonard Davldov, a fellow CIA 

contract agent, friend of Klmsey. and Goldwater security staffecr sought Information 

about de Itohrenschlldt's Involvement in the assassination from I. Irving Davidson, 

a CIA-connected Washington lobbyist for Haiti, a country where de Mohrenschlldt 

26 

was actively pursuing buialness deals and Intelligence missions. 

In short, the McOonald/Klmsey/Capell network appears to have been a 

disinformation clique centered around the SOJ, and aiming to smear the Soviets 

(and Goldwater opponent Lyndon Johnson) with responsibility for one of the great 

politick crimes in American history. But there Is a special relevance here for 

[ Yvr. Neic»»ke , / 

the Collnlewskl case. Following the JFK assassination a Soviet defector | claimed 
In his CIA debriefings toiiave had access to the Oswald file In the Soviet Union, 
and to know that Oswald was newer recruited or even questioned by the KGB during 
his stay in that country. Nosenko's story fell down on nisMrous points, and the 
CIA's counterintelligence branch concluded that he was a provocation agent, a KGB 



American Opinion , March and February 1976 on Collnlewskl and the JFK 

assassination. 

^*House Select Comiittee on Assassination, appendix , pp. 57-59. 
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a|>ent meant, among other things, to mislead the United States about Oswald's 
relationship with Sowict Intelligence. This Interpretation of Kosenko's defection 
has been adopted by the journalist Edward Epstein, who concludes In his book 
Legend that Oswald did shoot the president and that both he and de Kohrenschlldt 

had worked for the KGB. Epstein Is now an avid defender of Gollnlevskl, whom he 
29 

refers to as Romanov. The fact that Nosenko was ultimately rehabilitated within 
the CIA. and the counterintelligence bureau decimated In a purge that culminated 
in late 1974 with the firing of James Angelton. suggests to Epstein that 
Golinlewskl was right: The CIA has been penetrated at the cop by one or more 
Soviet "moles" who protected Hosenko at the expense of loyal agency officials. 

Thus the Epsteln/HcDonald/Klmscy scenario for the JFK assasalnatlon la Intimately 
supported by their position on the Golinlewskl /mole question. 

The stakes arc high In this controversy: nothing short of blaming the KGB 
for the assassination and exposing leading CIA officials as traitors. But the 
matter goes farther than that. In a recent issue of Commentary magazine, 

Epstein argues that the United States should shun arms control negotiations with 
the Soviet Union because the CIA's ability to verify such an agreement has been 
neutralized through "disinformation" and double agents within the agency. 

Although Epstein does not cite the Golinlewskl case directly, his argument is a 
direct outgrowth of his conclusions reached through conversations with that 
defector and with veterans of CIA counterintelligence. Thus the twenty-year 

dispute over Golinlewskl *s bona fldes continues to impinge on the highest levels 
30 

of national policy. 



29 

Houston Post . 30 Kay 1981 
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Commentary , July 1982. 
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A note on SMOM - The SOJ la not recognized by most hlatorlans as the 
legitimate successor to the crusading Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. The 
"true" organization is. Instead, generally accepted to be the papal order. 

Sovereign Military Order of Malta. The 10.000 meid)ers of this order, scattered 
throughout the globe, are pledged to defend the Church and to carry on the 
hospitaler tradition of the original knights. According to Steven Birmingham. 

"The Knights of Malta comprise what is perhaps the most exclusive club on earth. 

They are mere than the Catholic aristocracy; they ace the nobility, royalty. 

While the Knights of Columbus are associated with lodge meetings and bingo, 
the Knights of Malta can pick up a telephone and chat with the Pope." A total 

•If- 

of forty countries recognize SMOM’s sovereignty and accredit Its ambassadors. 

SMOM also issues passports and stamps that are valid In some countries, particularly 
in Latin America. 

SMOH's membership suggests an occult political significance rivalling that 
of Italy's P2 lodge. Iq^eed. there was considerable overlap between the two. 
even though staunch Catholics like those in SMOM have long been warned away from 

freemasonry. One of Licio Gelll's closest collaborators was the SMOM ambassador 

k 

to Montevideo, Umberto Ortolan!, who gave Celll refuge after hla flight from 
Italy. .Ortolanl was also the Urugayan representative of the recently failed 
Banco Ambroslano In Italy. Other Joint members of SMOM and P2 included Admiral 
Giovanni Tbrrisi, chief of staff for defense; General Ciulio Grasslnl, head of 
the Intemallntelligence agency Sisde; General Giuseppe Santovlto, head of military 
espionage and counterintelligence, Slsme; General Giovanni Allavcna, an officer 
In the old Intelligence agency Si far; and Giovanni Guldl, president of the Banco 
dl Roma. Althogether at least three presidents of the Republic, three prime 
ministers, and five chiefs of staff were members of SMOM. 

In the United States, the list is no less impressive. Leading businessmen, 

politicians, and profesalonals have eagerly Joined its ranks; Prank Sinatra even 
•If Bm wyjrmdtA ealmfwi w wiK la smIsii li«zl (4f 
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turned to his nuiflo contacts In an unsuccessful bid to bccone a nenber. But a 
significant nunber of intelligence veterans are also aesbers. These Include 
WllllMi Casey* currently director of the CIA; J<^n McCone* foraer director of 
the CIA; and Clare Booth Luce, a aeaber of President Reagan*s foreign Intelligence 
advisory board. Too of the highest honors bestowed by the Italian branch of 
SMOM were awarded in 1946 and 1948 respectively to Jaaea Angleton* then a young 

I -Ikt dltK m» ttSy 

vetc^w of OSSp^d Rcinhard Cehlen. the Nasi spy who oversaw the postwar 

reconstruction of German intelligence under CIA auspices. 

The Angleton connection to SMOM U suggestive in view of his opposition 
32 

to the SOJ-backed Michael Gollnlewski. The existence of so many Intelllgehce 

veterans in both gnlghta of Malta organlsatlona, and their polarisation around 

the Collnlewakl laauc* nay point to the existence of powerful cliques within 

the American intelligence co«unity. We have other evidence of Just auch a 

phenomenon. Former CIA officer David Atlee Phllllpa^mmill^of "that small circle 

of well-bred, highly educated adventurers who were known to some in the CIA has 

the 'Knights Templar’— Allen Dulles* Frank Wisncr, Kermlt Roosevelt. Tracy Barnes. 

33 

Dick Blssell, and kindred spirlta." Other CTA veterans have confirmed the 
existence of sisdlar associations within the agency, with names like the 
"Century Croup" and the "Gold Key Croup." Further research is obviously needed 
to uncover the membership and significance of these secret societies within 
the Intelligence agencies themselves. 



^^Kevln Coogan, "The Men Behind the Counterreformation." Parapolitics/USA . VI; 
L* Espresso . 28 June 1981. 

^^Angleton did* however, have an obscure connection to SOI through his early 
literary mentor, Exra Pound.* Pound refers in his later cantos to P. A. del Valle, 
a me^er of the SOJ military affairs committee. And Mary Pound de lachewlltx met 
her husband Boris at a picnic with the Princess Troubetxkoi, whose husband 
in one of the leaders of the Pichel order. 

A. Phillips, Wight Watch (Bew York: Athsneum* 1977), 123. 
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Theae examples of the role of secret societies In Western society are 
hardly exhaustive. One could mention the fascist-inspired Ordre de Jacques 
Cartier which ruled the province of Quebec for thirty years and still exercises 

the West, the Triads and other societies that organize the social and political 
fabric of overseas Chinese cosnunitles. 

Even with these few exaiqiles. however, it should be clear that secret 
societies continue to proliferate In the "modem" world and. In some speclallted 
spheres at least, can Influence or even decide Important policy debates. Their 
methods, needless to say. are non- or antidemocratic, which explains the 
authoritarian character of so many of them. Essentially secret societies like 
those described here are instruments designed to covertly seise state power. 
Because they rely so heavily on secrecy as a modus operandl* it would seem that, 
as in Italy, exposure *^^^*** means to dismantle them. This article is a 

call for farther work in exactly that direction. 






